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cozier,” they sav. “We think it's nice to
have a smaller home, to keep everyone
close.”

Doria told the homeoswners he
could morph the existing shape of the
home, turning it either Santa Fe-style
or Contemporary, They were in luck;
Contemporary architecture is just what
suits their sensibilities. “We changed the
look on all four sides, removing entire
masonry sections and replacing them
with glass, adding extensions {o make the
home look bigger,” Doria says,

And while the interior is streamlined
as well, the color prohibits any chance of
it feeling stark. In fact, it's quite casual,
“These are young-at-heart people, and
they need a fun-feeling home,” says
Valerie Borden, the home's interior
designer, of Chimera Interior Design,
Borden points out that this family, with
three children and two retrievers, needed
design that is not only current, but that,
in terms of finishes and furnishings, is
also durable,

Phatas by Mikel Woadal]

Living areas are now more conducive
to family time and socializing, ‘The wall
dividing the kitchen and family room, so
commaon in older homes, was removed.
And economical use was made of a tight
space, the living-and-dining room, which
the homeowner says was barely large
enough 1o accommadate both activities,
A custom dining table seats 10, perfect for
entertaining, and an intimate group-
ing of four large chairs is just right for

light fixtures and built-in cabinetry work
together toward a modern end, along with
ultra-sleck touches like steel countertops
and floating steel shelves that cantilever
off walls. A front wall was replaced with

a wall of windows, the better for viewing
the outdoors.

A major bonus; Not only do the
grown-ups like it, the kids also approve.
“They think it's cool,” the homeowner
savs. "And their friends like it, too.” %

after-dinner téte-a-
tétes. A built-in hutch,
designed by Doria,
is counter level and
divides the space.
With the exception
of 2 new bay-shaped
eating area in the
kitchen, the size, shape
and placement of the
rooms themselves were
nol changed, Doria
says, Instead new fin-
ishes, maple flooring,
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